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Introduction.
The short story by carol Oates is a true reflection of human beings' main character in their efforts to create a certain image about themselves which do not exist. Every human has two parts of their life: for the public and the other that is practiced privately. Private life is motivated by personal goals, interests, and character, while public life or appearance is motivated by other people's opinions. The main characters in the short story, Connie and Arnold, are withholding some of their original characters, covering them with other impressions that are not part of them. The appearance and reality are portrayed from the first instance of the play as the king who died seem to have been bitten by a snake while he was poisoned. Throughout the play, the reference to the issue is made, and there is always a need to strike a balance between truth and appearance.
Thesis.
Appearance in the short story, “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?” – Joyce Carol Oates (1967) holds more weight than reality. Connie and Arnold present a different character that is appealing and holds their other side, which is unattractive. Like in the short story, it is common to see individuals covering up their reality with false impressions to meet other people's expectations. Most human beings live a lie for the sake of making a different impression.  
Arnold pretends that he has similar interests to those of Connie and even refers to the popular musician who he is sure that Connie listens. This is all to gain the attention of someone who would otherwise not be interested if she had known Arnold's real character. This is always how life is about appearance and not reality; one is eager to be attracted by what they see rather than the inner character that is not portrayed. Not every person is interested in the truth, and others will do all their best not to appear in a way that would reduce their acceptability from the members of the public. Pretense has contributed to a broken relationship, especially when the truth about something that has been hidden is discovered and brought out of the darkness (Bradley, 2016). False appearances are watered through lies, and misinformation can convince an individual in a specific way. Therefore, the short story is an effort to demonstrate how far human beings can go to make a certain perception about themselves or others. 
The use of makeup by models, artists, and other individuals covers up the real physical appearance of an individual, showing that people are more concerned with how they look and not the actual reality. Connie and Arnold are good examples of characters in the short story where each is making an effort to hide behind some false impressions to hide their reality about age and interests. Using makeup aims to create an image that is impressive and hides the actual appearance of an individual. Makeups are therefore used to win beauty competitions through misrepresented faces because the individuals who do not apply the makeup are not very attractive to the judges' eyes. Makeup is one of the physical ways that reality is covered up to attract and appeal more. This form of deception has been applied in many cases that some have led to the negative impact such as in covering up of crimes.
According to Cherkasov et al, (2014) the reality in a specified situation is supposed to clear any doubt that could have been there when impressions made indicated something different. The reality can only be realized when the deep analysis of a situation is made, and the evidence-based conclusion is made. Connie's efforts portray herself as a mature woman while she is still in childhood behaviors, the tragic results from this appearance that she tried to achieve. Therefore, the efforts to achieve something through pretense are likely to end without any success since reality will always be shown through different circumstances. Appearance is usually intended to impress or create a false image about an individual to benefit directly or indirectly. Such acts may finally get exposed, and the gains or benefits realized become all in vain.
Connie behaves as having one side of him in adulthood while the other side is still in childhood. This is evident through how he wants to be treated as an adult and enjoy such privileges but still wants to be carefree just like a child. Like Connie, most human beings want to enjoy the benefits and privileges of having a certain character and another one. Therefore, they can portray the appearance that would have them enjoy such benefits and later change to a different purpose. An individual, therefore, seeks to enjoy the benefits from each perspective of life. Many individuals play two characters, which vary according to different situations.
The appearance and reality in the short story are evident through the various characters and their actions. Every person seeks to benefit individually from any engagement that is likely to be productive. Therefore, one is likely to do anything that increases or improves the chances of having the benefit or privilege. There are some lies or impressions that harm the community or organization, such as covering up for courts' crimes. Regulations by states should be made to curtail some of the practices that would put others' lives at risk resulting from wrong impressions. The short story portrays the impact of the making a face impression and disregarding reality.
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